CHAPTER III

GIOVANNI DI BICCI
Born 1360 Died 1428

IN the year 1400 the Medici were an ordinary middle-class
family in Florence. The family can be traced back as far
as the year 1201, when Chiarissimo, eldest son of Giam-
buono de' Medici, and a member of the Town Council, is
noted as being the owner of various houses and towers in
the Mercato Vecchio; but the only branch of it with which
we are concerned is that which made so great a name in
history, and was destined to run an eventful course of nearly
three hundred and fifty years.1

Of this branch Giovanni dej Medici was at this time the
head. For some reason or other his father, Averardo de'
Medici, was nicknamed by his companions "Bicci." Among
the Medici the same Christian names recur so frequently
that each is in history known by some addition or sobriquet,
and Giovanni, the founder of the historic branch of the fam-
ily, is always known as Giovanni di Bicci (i.e., Giovanni, the
son of Bicci). He was at this time a man of forty years of
age, and highly respected for his character and business
ability.

The family were bankers 2 and already possessed of con-
siderable wealth, which Giovanni by his financial ability in-
creased. Several of his ancestors had taken part in public
affairs. His great-grandfather Averardo, who had begun the
prosperity of the family by successful trading operations,
had been Gonfaloniere in 1314; his grandfather Salvestro
had been one of the envoys of the Republic deputed to con-